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February 22, 2005

sewage—slﬁdge—An act to add Sectlon 21080 6 to the Publlc Resources
Code, relating to the environment.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 926, as amended, Florez. Sewage—shidge—management Solid

waste facility: local initiative: environmental impact report.

Existingtaw-the

(1) The California Integrated Waste Management Act of 1989,
imposes requirements with respect to solid waste management and
SO|Id waste dlsposal faC|I|t|es Zlihat—aet—deﬁﬂes—s&rd—mas{e—te—melude
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general-statute-within-the-meaning-of-Seetion-16-of- Article N -of-the
Californta-Constitution: That act prohibits a person from operating a
solid waste facility, as defined, without a solid waste facilities permit,
if that facility is required to have a permit.

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires a lead
agency, as defined, to prepare, or cause to be prepared, and certify
the completion of, an environmental impact report on a project, as
defined, that it proposes to carry out or approve that may have a
significant effect on the environment, as defined, or to adopt a
negative declaration if it finds that the project will not have that effect.
Existing law, by regulation, provides that “project” does not include
the submittal of proposals to a vote of the people of the state or of a
particular community that does not involve a public agency sponsored
initiative.

This bill would require, before a local initiative that proposes to
amend a city or county’s general plan or zoning ordinance to allow
the siting of a solid waste facility may be placed on the ballot, an
environmental impact report on the project to be prepared and
certified pursuant to CEQA. The bill would specify that the county in
which the facility is proposed to be sited is the lead agency. The bill
would specify that the project is the siting of the solid waste facility, as
proposed by the local initiative. The bill would require the county to
make the environmental impact report publicly available, as specified.
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—3— SB 926

By imposing new duties on the county, the bill would impose a
state-mandated local program.

(2) The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse
local agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the
state. Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that
reimbursement.

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this
act for a specified reason.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: ne-yes.
State-mandated local program: ne-yes.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 21080.6 is added to the Public
2 Resources Code, to read:

3 21080.6. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
4 before a local initiative that proposes to amend a city or county’s
5 general plan or zoning ordinance to allow the siting of a solid
6 waste facility may be placed on the ballot, an environmental
7 impact report on the project, that informs the voters of the
8 project’s scope and impact on the environment, shall be
9 prepared and certified pursuant to this division.

10 (b) For the purposes of this section:

11 (1) The lead agency is the county in which the solid waste
12 facility is proposed to be sited.

13 (2) The *“project™ is the siting of the solid waste facility, as
14 proposed by the local initiative.

15 (c) The county shall make the environmental impact report
16 publicly available at the county’s headquarters and on the
17 Internet.

18 SEC. 2. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
19 Section 6 of Article XI1I B of the California Constitution because
20 alocal agency or school district has the authority to levy service
21 charges, fees, or assessments sufficient to pay for the program or
22 level of service mandated by this act, within the meaning of
23 Section 17556 of the Government Code.
24 SECHON-1--—The Legislature-hereby-finds-and-declares-al-of
25 thefoHewing:
26  {a)y-AH-sewage-treatment-produces—biosohids—which-are—also
27 known—as—treated—sewage—shidge—Many—municipalities—+euse
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